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Official statistics about ethnicity in advanced societies are no better than those in less developed countries.
An open industrial society is inherently fluid, and it is as hard to interpret social class and ethnic groups there
as in a nearly static community. In consequence, the collection and interpretation of ethnic statistics is
frequently a battleground where the groups being counted contest each element of every enumeration.

William Petersen describes how ethnic identity is determined and how ethnic or racial units are counted by
official statistical agencies in the United States and elsewhere. The chapters in this book cover such topics
as: "Identification of Americans of European Descent," "Differentiation among Blacks," "Ethnic Relations in
the Netherlands," "Two Case Studies: Japan and Switzerland," and "Who is a Jew?"

Petersen argues that the general public is overly impressed by assertions about ethnicity, particularly if they
are supported by numbers and graphs. The flood of American writings about race and ethnicity gives no sign
of abatement. Ethnicity Counts offers an indispensible background to meaningful interpretation of statistics
on ethnicity, and will be important to sociologists, historians, policymakers, and government officials.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Ethnicity Counts book is readable by you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Ethnicity Counts content
conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Ethnicity Counts is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Lenore Ryan:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the
book untitled Ethnicity Counts can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Angel Huitt:

The book Ethnicity Counts has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write
this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Marjorie Calhoun:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Ethnicity Counts to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and
reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the e-book
Ethnicity Counts can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of their time.
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