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For anyone fascinated by how the myth of the Western hero came into being, “The Virginian” is the book to
read. Published in 1902, it became hugely popular for decades and inspired movies (a version with Gary
Cooper in 1929) and a long-running TV series (1962-1971). A modern reader could easily guess the storyline
without reading a synopsis - the classic elements are all there: tall, dark, handsome cowboy hero; pretty
schoolmarm from back East; the villain who must finally face justice at the end of a gun. Few historical
novels are dedicated to American presidents, however, and another whole dimension of the novel opens up
with the name appearing on the dedication page -- Theodore Roosevelt, a college friend of the author's. What
Wister does, besides telling a story of adventure and romance, is portray a particular kind of heroic figure, a
natural man whose integrity is untainted by the corrupt (though civilized) values of the East. The book is a
deliberate and often worshipful character study for the age of Teddy Roosevelt-style masculinity. The young
Virginian charms us (and the narrator) with his courage and modesty and his thoughtful attempts to
understand a world in which some men (even good ones) act dishonorably and make cowardly choices. Stoic
and cool on the surface, the currents of sentiment run deep in this man. So does the will to self-improvement,
as he reads Shakespeare and Sir Walter Scott. This book connects with so much of American myth over the
last 100 years that you could easily write another book about it. Or you can simply enjoy it for what it is, a
historical romance so well-conceived, in spite of its sometimes dated views, that you keep on reading
through each episode of the story, glad that Wister was in no hurry to cut to the chase. This is a book for any
reader of Western literature, fiction or nonfiction. In it the many traditions of the western come together in
popularized form for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Whitney:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The
Virginian? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Jenny Davis:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because
just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Virginian to read.

Philip Edwards:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Virginian that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick
The Virginian become your starter.

Tom Carter:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Virginian is simple to create
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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