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Chinese Reportage details for the first time in English the creation and evolution of a distinctive literary
genre in twentieth-century China. Reportage literature, while sharing traditional journalism’s commitment to
the accurate, nonfictional portrayal of experience, was largely produced by authors outside the official news
media. In identifying the literary merit of this genre and establishing its significance in China’s leftist
cultural legacy, Charles A. Laughlin reveals important biases that impede Western understanding of China
and, at the same time, supplies an essential chapter in Chinese cultural history.

Laughlin traces the roots of reportage (or baogao wenxue) to the travel literature of the Qing Dynasty but
shows that its flourishing was part of the growth of Chinese communism in the twentieth century. In a
modern Asian context critical of capitalism and imperialism, reportage offered the promise of radicalizing
writers through a new method of literary practice and the hope that this kind of writing could in turn
contribute to social revolution and China’s national self-realization. Chinese Reportage explores the wide
range of social engagement depicted in this literature: witnessing historic events unfolding on city streets;
experiencing brutal working conditions in 1930s Shanghai factories; struggling in the battlefields and
trenches of the war of resistance against Japan, the civil war, and the Korean war; and participating in
revolutionary rural, social, and economic transformation. Laughlin’s close readings emphasize the literary
construction of social space over that of character and narrative structure, a method that brings out the
critique of individualism and humanism underlying the genre’s aesthetics.

Chinese Reportage recaptures a critical aspect of leftist culture in China with far-reaching implications for
historians and sociologists as well as literary scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

The guide with title Chinese Reportage: The Aesthetics of Historical Experience (Asia-Pacific: Culture,
Politics, and Society) includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after
read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone,
so you can read it anywhere you want.

Georgia Hernandez:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great deal of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is actually Chinese Reportage: The Aesthetics of Historical Experience (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and
Society).

Michael Palmateer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Chinese Reportage: The Aesthetics of Historical
Experience (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society).

Kristen Blasingame:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Chinese Reportage: The
Aesthetics of Historical Experience (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) to make your own reading
is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially.
It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the publication Chinese
Reportage: The Aesthetics of Historical Experience (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) can to be
your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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