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Broke by the War is a collection of more than 140 letters written between 1852 and 1857 by South Carolina
slave trader A. J. McElveen to his employer Z. B. Oakes, a prosperous Charleston broker. The
correspondence provides an intimate look into the world of slave trading, from the economic aspects of
prices, shipping, supply sources, and financing to the impact on those involved, including the breakup of
slave families, the pursuit of runaways, and the various roles played by doctors, lawyers, bankers, and
planters in this abominable business.

Edited and introduced by Edmund L. Drago, McElveen's letters give the modern reader an opportunity to
view Old South slave trading through the eyes of a representative participant. As Drago recounts, the Civil
War decimated McElveen's finances and left him, as described years later by a credit investigator, simply as
"broke by the war--old man."
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From reader reviews:

Edward Christensen:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Broke by the War: Letters of a Slave
Trader will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Alan Castorena:

This book untitled Broke by the War: Letters of a Slave Trader to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to
buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Valerie Bell:

Precisely why? Because this Broke by the War: Letters of a Slave Trader is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Doug Martin:

This Broke by the War: Letters of a Slave Trader is brand new way for you who has attention to look for
some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Broke by the War:
Letters of a Slave Trader can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get
by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in
the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life as well as knowledge.
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