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The Last Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral Life of Medicine
Walker Percy brought to his novels the perspective of both a doctor and a patient. Trained as a doctor at
Columbia University, he contracted tuberculosis during his internship as a pathologist at Bellevue Hospital
and spent the next three years recovering, primarily in TB sanitoriums. This collection of essays explores not
only Percy’s connections to medicine but also the underappreciated impact his art has had—and can
have—on medicine itself.
The contributors—physicians, philosophers, and literary critics—examine the relevance of Percy’s work to
current dilemmas in medical education and health policy. They reflect upon the role doctors and patients play
in his novels, his family legacy of depression, how his medical background influenced his writing style, and
his philosophy of psychiatry. They contemplate the private ways in which Percy’s work affected their own
lives and analyze the author’s tendency to contrast the medical-scientific worldview with a more spiritual
one. Assessing Percy’s stature as an author and elucidating the many ways that reading and writing can
combine with diagnosing and treating to offer an antidote to despair, they ask what it means to be a doctor, a
writer, and a seeker of cures and truths—not just for the body but for the malaise and diseased spirituality of
modern times.
This collection will appeal to lovers of literature as well as medical professionals—indeed, anyone concerned
with medical ethics and the human side of doctoring.

Contributors. Robert Coles, Brock Eide, Carl Elliott, John D. Lantos, Ross McElwee, Richard Martinez,
Martha Montello, David Schiedermayer, Jay Tolson, Bertram Wyatt-Brown, Laurie Zoloth-Dorfman
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From reader reviews:

Sally Watts:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Last Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral Life of Medicine book is
readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer involving The Last Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral Life of Medicine content
conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking The Last Physician: Walker Percy and the
Moral Life of Medicine is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Ross Turner:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Last Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral Life of Medicine the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get before. The The Last Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral Life of Medicine giving
you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better
life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Edward Stevenson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. The Last Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral Life of Medicine can be your answer
because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Juli Gadberry:

This The Last Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral Life of Medicine is fresh way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Last
Physician: Walker Percy and the Moral Life of Medicine can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this



e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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