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Pope Leo I’s theological and political influence in his own time (440-461) and beyond far outweighs the
amount of attention he has received in recent scholarship. That influence extended well beyond Rome to the
Christian East through his contribution to preparations for the Council of Chalcedon and its outcome. For
this he was alternately praised and vilified by the opposing parties at the Council. Leo made his views known
through letters, and a vast number of homilies. While so many of these survive, Leo and his works have not
been the subject of a major English-language socio-historical study in over fifty years.

In this brief introduction to the life and works of this important leader of the early church, we gain a more
accurate picture of the circumstances and pressures which were brought to bear on his pontificate. A brief
introduction surveys the scanty sources which document Leo’s early life, and sets his pontificate in its
historical context, as the Western Roman Empire went into serious decline, and Rome lost its former status
as the western capital. Annotated translations of various excerpts of Leo’s letters and homilies are organised
around four themes dealing with specific aspects of Leo’s activity as bishop of Rome:

Leo as spiritual adviser on the life of the faithful●

Leo as opponent of heresy●

the bishop of Rome as civic and ecclesiastical administrator●

Leo and the primacy of Rome.●

Taking each of these key elements of Leo’s pontifical activities into account, we gain a more balanced
picture of the context and contribution of his best-known writings on Christology. This volume offers an
affordable introduction to the subject for both teachers and students of ancient and medieval Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Striegel:

Here thing why this specific Leo the Great (The Early Church Fathers) are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Leo the Great (The Early Church Fathers) giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Leo the
Great (The Early Church Fathers). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Leo the Great (The Early Church Fathers) in e-
book can be your alternative.

Deborah Ayers:

The feeling that you get from Leo the Great (The Early Church Fathers) will be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Leo the Great (The Early Church Fathers) giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the
idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Leo the Great (The Early Church Fathers)
instantly.

Marie Brenneman:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Leo the Great (The Early Church Fathers) as the daily
resource information.

John Harris:

You can obtain this Leo the Great (The Early Church Fathers) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways



for you.
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