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The relationship between democracy and religion is as important today as it was in Alexis de Tocqueville's
time. Tocqueville, Democracy, and Religion is a ground-breaking study of the views of the greatest theorist
of democracy writing about one of today's most crucial problems. Alan S. Kahan, one of today's foremost
Tocqueville scholars, shows how Tocqueville's analysis of religion is simultaneously deeply rooted in his
thoughts on nineteenth-century France and America and pertinent to us today.

Tocqueville thought that the role of religion was to provide checks and balances for democracy in the
spiritual realm, just as secular forces should provide them in the political realm. He believed that in the long
run secular checks and balances were dependent on the success of spiritual ones. Kahan examines how
Tocqueville thought religion had succeeded in checking and balancing democracy in America, and failed in
France, as well as observing Tocqueville's less well-known analyses of religion in Ireland and England, and
his perspective on Islam and Hinduism. He shows how Tocqueville's 'post-secular' account of religion can
help us come to terms with religion today.

More than a study of Tocqueville on religion in democratic society, this volume offers us a re-interpretation
of Tocqueville as a moralist and a student of human nature in democratic society; a thinker whose new
political science was in the service of a new moral science aimed at encouraging democratic people to attain
greatness as human beings. Tocqueville, Democracy, and Religion gives us a new Tocqueville for the
twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Jones:

The guide with title Tocqueville, Democracy, and Religion: Checks and Balances for Democratic Souls has a
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Selma Lang:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing video
games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book Tocqueville, Democracy, and Religion: Checks and Balances for Democratic
Souls it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
offers high quality.

Patricia Rivera:

Beside that Tocqueville, Democracy, and Religion: Checks and Balances for Democratic Souls in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Tocqueville, Democracy, and Religion: Checks and
Balances for Democratic Souls because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Wayne Joseph:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore , this Tocqueville, Democracy, and Religion: Checks and Balances for Democratic Souls
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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