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For centuries, scientists have struggled to understand the origins of the patterns and forms found in nature-
from the leopards spots to the graceful spirals of a mollusc shell to the complex designs on a butterflys wing.
Now, in this lucid and elegantly written book, Philip Ball applies state-of-the-art scientific understanding
from the fields of biology, chemistry, geology, physics, and mathematics to these ancient mysteries,
revealing how nature's seemingly complex patterns originate in simple physical laws.
Ball traces the history of scientific thought about natural patterns, showing how common presumptions-for
example, that complex form must be guided by some intelligence or that form always follows function-are
erroneous and continue to mislead scientists today. He investigates specific patterns in depth, revealing that
these designs are self-organized and that simple, local interactions between component parts produce motifs
like spots, stripes, branches, and honeycombs. In the process, he examines the mysterious phenomenon of
symmetry and why it appears-and breaks-in similar ways in different systems. Finally, he attempts to answer
this profound question: why are some patterns universal? Illustrations throughout the text, many in full color,
beautifully illuminate Ball's ideas.
A fascination with nature,s patterns is as old as civilization. With this spellbinding book, Ball dispels age-old
conundrums while increasing the readers wonder and appreciation for the beauty of the natural world. The
Self-Made Tapestry will enlighten anyone who has ever marveled at the shape of a seashell or the brilliance
of a spider's web.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Thompson:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Self-Made Tapestry: Pattern
Formation in Nature will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Yvonne Matz:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Self-Made Tapestry: Pattern
Formation in Nature book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Kenton Marshall:

Why? Because this The Self-Made Tapestry: Pattern Formation in Nature is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading
this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content
on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Jose Weitzman:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Self-Made Tapestry: Pattern
Formation in Nature which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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