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Although credited with the rise of domesticity, eighteenth-century British culture singularly lacked narratives
of good mothers, ostensibly the most domestic of females. With startling frequency, the best mother was
absent, disembodied, voiceless, or dead. British culture told tales almost exclusively of wicked, surrogate, or
spectral mothers?revealing the defects of domestic ideology, the cultural fascination with standards and
deviance, and the desire to police maternal behaviors.

Monstrous Motherhood analyzes eighteenth-century motherhood in light of the inconsistencies among
domestic ideology, narrative, and historical practice. If domesticity was so important, why is the good
mother’s story absent or peripheral? What do the available maternal narratives suggest about domestic
ideology and the expectations and enactment of motherhood? By focusing on literary and historical mothers
in novels, plays, poems, diaries, conduct manuals, contemporary court cases, realist fiction, fairy tales, satire,
and romance, Marilyn Francus reclaims silenced maternal voices and perspectives. She exposes the
mechanisms of maternal marginalization and spectralization in eighteenth-century culture and revises the
domesticity thesis.

Monstrous Motherhood will compel scholars in eighteenth-century studies, women’s studies, family history,
and cultural studies to reevaluate a foundational assumption that has driven much of the discourse in their
fields.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Alexander:

Here thing why this specific Monstrous Motherhood: Eighteenth-Century Culture and the Ideology of
Domesticity are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Monstrous Motherhood:
Eighteenth-Century Culture and the Ideology of Domesticity giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Monstrous Motherhood:
Eighteenth-Century Culture and the Ideology of Domesticity. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you
are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Monstrous Motherhood: Eighteenth-
Century Culture and the Ideology of Domesticity in e-book can be your choice.

Anthony Thies:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Monstrous
Motherhood: Eighteenth-Century Culture and the Ideology of Domesticity suitable to you? The particular
book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Monstrous Motherhood: Eighteenth-
Century Culture and the Ideology of Domesticityis the main one of several books which everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people
can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Kori Pierson:

You may get this Monstrous Motherhood: Eighteenth-Century Culture and the Ideology of Domesticity by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Bruce Parisien:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your



understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Monstrous Motherhood: Eighteenth-Century Culture and the Ideology of Domesticity when you
necessary it?
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