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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of
Siegen (FB 3 (Literatur-, Srach- und Medienwissenschaften)), course: „Postmodern Fiction", 26 entries in
the bibliography, language: English, abstract: With the attention-grabbing novel "American Psycho" Bret
Easton Ellis entered quite a dangerous ground. The bizarre mixture of yuppie satire and splatter horror
caused reactions of scathing criticism, indignation, yes, even murder threat. As a consequence, the publishing
house that had the first contract with Ellis and was supposed to edit the novel, namely Simon & Schuster,
responded to this radical refusal and cancelled the deal already made. This decision, not to publish a book
due to the negative responds against it, meant another scandal since it was a sensation in the American
publishing business. Anyway, brushing aside all moral standards, Ellis' shocker was published in 1991 by
Vintage books, and for a while, the young writer became the "meistgehaßte[...] Autor der Welt" - evidently,
because critics considered his narration too pornographic, sexist, anti-women, disgusting, boring and beyond
belief. Yet, American Psycho was regarded with interest - probably last but not least because Bret Easton
Ellis had been celebrated as a great talent when publishing "Less than Zero". Meanwhile, countless studies
with many diverging approaches manifest that American Psycho may not be condemned and dismissed as a
pure splatter work glorifying violence. There are works analysing the publication and the reception of the
novel as well as the socio-cultural background; other studies focus on content and stylistic device , or on the
motif of the serial killer as postmodern anti-hero. Additionally, some special analyses examine the position
of the novel within the American history of censorship or even attempt to draw a parallel from Ellis'
Bateman to Goethe's Faust. Thus, it is substantiated that the interest in "American
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Spradlin:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this 'At the edge of art and insanity'
book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

James Hudson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this 'At the
edge of art and insanity'.

Sheila Whitley:

This 'At the edge of art and insanity' is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this 'At the edge of art and insanity' can
be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer.
So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also
knowledge.

Elmo Bragg:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this 'At the edge of art and insanity' can make you experience more interested to



read.
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