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It is difficult to ignore the fact that, even as the United States becomes much more racially and ethnically
diverse, our neighborhoods remain largely segregated. The 1968 Fair Housing Act and 1977 Community
Reinvestment Act promised to end discrimination, yet for millions of Americans housing options remain far
removed from the American Dream. Why do most neighborhoods in American cities continue to be racially
divided?

The problem, suggests Mara Sidney, lies with the policies themselves. She contends that to understand why
discrimination persists, we need to understand the political challenges faced by advocacy groups who
implement them. In Unfair Housing she offers a new explanation for the persistent color lines in our cities by
showing how weak national policy has silenced and splintered grassroots activists.

Sidney explains how political compromise among national lawmakers with divergent interests resulted in
housing legislation that influenced how community activists defined discrimination, what actions they took,
and which political relationships they cultivated. As a result, local governments became less likely to include
housing discrimination on their agendas, existing laws went unenforced, and racial segregation continued.

A former undercover investigator for a fair housing advocacy group, Sidney takes readers into the
neighborhoods of Minneapolis and Denver to show how federal housing policy actually works. She
examines how these laws played out in these cities and reveals how they eroded activists' capability to force
more sweeping reform in housing policy.

Sidney also shows how activist groups can cultivate community resources to overcome these difficulties,
looking across levels of government to analyze how national policies interact with local politics. In the first
book to apply policy design theories of Anne Schneider and Helen Ingram to an empirical case, Sidney
illuminates overlooked impacts of fair housing and community reinvestment policies and extends their
theories to the study of local politics and nonprofit organizations.

Sidney argues forcefully that understanding the link between national policy and local groups sheds light on
our failure to reduce discrimination and segregation. As battles over fair housing continue, her book helps us
understand the shape of the battlefield and the prospects for victory.
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From reader reviews:

Elvia Wirtz:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Unfair Housing: How National Policy Shapes
Community Action (Studies in Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public Policy) is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Jennifer Rogers:

The particular book Unfair Housing: How National Policy Shapes Community Action (Studies in
Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public Policy) will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Unfair Housing: How National Policy Shapes
Community Action (Studies in Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public Policy) is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Scott Hagen:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Unfair Housing: How National Policy Shapes Community
Action (Studies in Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public Policy) can be great
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Gloria Lentz:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Unfair Housing: How National Policy
Shapes Community Action (Studies in Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public
Policy) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Unfair Housing: How National Policy
Shapes Community Action (Studies in Government and Public Policy) (Studies in Government & Public
Policy) as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break



don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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