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During the 1850s and early 1860s, Iowa, the westernmost free state bordering a slave state, stood as a
bulwark of antislavery sentiment while the decades-long struggle over slavery shifted westward. On its
southern border lay Missouri, the northernmost slaveholding state. To its west was the Kansas-Nebraska
Territory, where proslavery and antislavery militias battled. Missouri slaves fled to Iowa seeking freedom,
finding opponents of slavery who risked their lives and livelihoods to help them, as well as bounty hunters
who forced them back into bondage. When opponents of slavery streamed west across the state’s broad
prairies to prevent slaveholders from dominating Kansas, Iowans fed, housed, and armed the antislavery
settlers. Not a few young Iowa men also took up arms.
In Necessary Courage, historian Lowell J. Soike details long-forgotten stories of determined runaways and
the courageous Iowans who acted as conductors on this most dangerous of railroads—the underground
railroad. Alexander Clark, an African American businessman in Muscatine, hid a young fugitive in his house
to protect him from slavecatchers while he fought for his freedom in the courts. While keeping antislavery
newspapers fully apprised of the battle against human bondage in western Iowa, Elvira Gaston Platt drove a
wagon full of fugitives to the next safe house under the noses of her proslavery neighbors. John Brown,
fleeing across Iowa with a price on his head for the murders of proslavery Kansas settlers, relied on Iowans
like Josiah Grinnell and William Penn Clarke to keep him, his men, and the twelve Missouri slaves they had
liberated hidden from the authorities. Several young Iowans went on to fight alongside Brown at Harpers
Ferry. These stories and many more are told here.
A suspenseful and often heartbreaking tale of desperation, courage, cunning, and betrayal, this book reveals
the critical role that Iowans played in the struggle against slavery and the coming of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Ronnie Hamilton:

The book Necessary Courage: Iowa's Underground Railroad in the Struggle against Slavery (Iowa and the
Midwest Experience) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Necessary Courage: Iowa's Underground
Railroad in the Struggle against Slavery (Iowa and the Midwest Experience)? A number of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Necessary Courage: Iowa's Underground Railroad in
the Struggle against Slavery (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it
is very wonderful.

Jessica Jennings:

The actual book Necessary Courage: Iowa's Underground Railroad in the Struggle against Slavery (Iowa and
the Midwest Experience) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write
this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Chantal Dow:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Necessary Courage: Iowa's Underground Railroad in the Struggle against
Slavery (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) why because the excellent cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Gilbert Phillips:

You may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Necessary Courage: Iowa's Underground
Railroad in the Struggle against Slavery (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) is simple to develop you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically
the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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