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The origins of modern religion in human sacrifice, ritual cannibalism, visionary intoxication, and the Cult of
the Dead

• Explores ancient practices of producing sacred hallucinogenic foods and oils from the bodies of the dead
for ritual consumption and religious anointing

• Explains how these practices are deeply embedded in the symbolism, theology, and sacraments of modern
religion, specifically Christianity and the Eucharist

• Documents the rites of Cults of the Dead from the prehistoric Minoans on Crete to the ancient Egyptians,
Greeks, and Hebrews to early and medieval Christian sects such as the Cathars

Long before the beginnings of civilization, humans have been sacrificed and their flesh used to produce
sacred foods and oils for use in religious rites. Originating with the sacred harvest of hallucinogenic
mushrooms from the corpses of shamans and other holy men, these acts of ritual cannibalism and visionary
intoxication are part of the history of all cultures, including Judeo-Christian ones, and provided a way to
commune with the dead. These practices continued openly into the Dark Ages, when they were suppressed
and adapted into the worship of saintly bones--or continued in secret by a few “heretical” sects, such as the
Cathars and the Knights Templar. While little known today, these rites remain deeply embedded in the
symbolism, theology, and sacraments of modern religion and bring a much more literal meaning to the
church’s “Holy Communion” or symbolic consumption of the body and blood of Christ.

Documenting the sacrificial, cannibalistic, and psychoactive sacramental practices associated with the Cult
of the Dead from the prehistoric Minoans on Crete to the ancient Egyptians and Hebrews and onward to
early and medieval Christian sects, Earl Lee shows how these religious rites influenced the development of
Western religion. In particular, he reveals how Christianity originated with Jesus’s effort to restore the sacred
rites of Moses, including the Marzeah, or Feast for the Dead. Examining the connections between these rites
and the mysterious funeral of Father Sauniere in Rennes-le-Château, the author explains why the prehistoric
Cult of the Dead has held such power over Western civilization, so much so that its echoes are still heard
today in our literature, film, and arts.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Rodgers:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to
answer that question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is
familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this
specific From the Bodies of the Gods: Psychoactive Plants and the Cults of the Dead to read.

Harold Riggs:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this From the Bodies of the Gods: Psychoactive Plants and the Cults of the Dead, it is possible to
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a e-book.

Sandra Wright:

The guide with title From the Bodies of the Gods: Psychoactive Plants and the Cults of the Dead has a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Donald White:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is From the Bodies of the Gods: Psychoactive Plants and the Cults of the
Dead this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to



understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book suitable all of you.
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