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A family history of surpassing beauty and power: Ian Buruma’s account of his grandparents’
enduring love through the terror and separation of two world wars

During the almost six years England was at war with Nazi Germany, Winifred and Bernard Schlesinger, Ian
Buruma’s grandparents, and the film director John Schlesinger's parents, were, like so many others,
thoroughly sundered from each other. Their only recourse was to write letters back and forth. And write they
did, often every day. In a way they were just picking up where they left off in 1918, at the end of their first
long separation because of the Great War that swept Bernard away to some of Europe’s bloodiest
battlefields. The thousands of letters between them were part of an inheritance that ultimately came into the
hands of their grandson, Ian Buruma. Now, in a labor of love that is also a powerful act of artistic creation,
Ian Buruma has woven his own voice in with theirs to provide the context and counterpoint necessary to
bring to life, not just a remarkable marriage, but a class, and an age.
 
Winifred and Bernard inherited the high European cultural ideals and attitudes that came of being born into
prosperous German-Jewish émigré families. To young Ian, who would visit from Holland every Christmas,
they seemed the very essence of England, their spacious Berkshire estate the model of genteel English
country life at its most pleasant and refined. It wasn’t until years later that he discovered how much more
there was to the story.
 
At its heart, Their Promised Land is the story of cultural assimilation. The Schlesingers were very British in
the way their relatives in Germany were very German, until Hitler destroyed that option. The problems of
being Jewish and facing anti-Semitism even in the country they loved were met with a kind of stoic
discretion. But they showed solidarity when it mattered most. As the shadows of war lengthened again, the
Schlesingers mounted a remarkable effort, which Ian Buruma describes movingly, to rescue twelve Jewish
children from the Nazis and see to their upkeep in England. 
 
Many are the books that do bad marriages justice; precious few books take readers inside a good marriage. In
Their Promised Land, Buruma has done just that; introducing us to a couple whose love was sustaining
through the darkest hours of the century.
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From reader reviews:

Randy North:

The book untitled Their Promised Land: My Grandparents in Love and War is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for
you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Their Promised Land: My
Grandparents in Love and War from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Ana Jara:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Their Promised Land: My Grandparents in Love and War why
because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Jim May:

This Their Promised Land: My Grandparents in Love and War is great reserve for you because the content
that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Their Promised Land: My Grandparents in Love and War in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen
moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt that will?

Katie Barry:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Their Promised Land: My
Grandparents in Love and War which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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