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THE LIBYAN is unforgettable storytelling, told with raw honesty and an eye for detail. This stunning
memoir sweeps four continents and several decades, from colonial Singapore through Europe and the United
States, to Libya. A poignant saga of historical and cultural wealth, it transports the reader on an exciting
journey of passion, terror and betrayal, chronicling a slice of Libya during the early years of Gaddafi's
dictatorship.
A memoir told by Esther Kofod, a worldly Eurasian girl from Singapore who meets Kamal, a Libyan
graduate student, in Washington D.C. Their fated union, against all odds and cultural barriers, is the basis of
this powerful tale of love and desire, idealism and obsession. From the exciting cosmopolitan world of the
American capital and the tranquility of a southern town, Esther and Kamal leave to begin a new life in the
enigmatic North African nation of Libya.
The loving welcome awaiting Esther in Libya surpasses all her hopes of being accepted by a devoted and
fiercely loyal family. Her account of life in a traditional setting is exquisitely and vividly described in
intimate detail, offering a rare look into the Libyan culture. Unwittingly, Esther has also stepped into a world
of random arrests and public hangings, into a country mangled by power and greed. Her husband's dream of
developing Libya into a model Arab nation is instead replaced by the whims and biddings of an irrational
dictator. As Gaddafi transformed the richest nation in Africa into the most repressed and brutalized country
in the Arab world, Kamal struggles to survive politically, but soon becomes a target of the dreaded secret
police.
Forced to run for his life from his beloved Libya, the harrowing escape of Esther and her children provides
one of several heart pounding scenes in this fast paced drama. After his return to Florida, Kamal is hunted by
rogue CIA and Libyan agents sent by Gaddafi's thugs to eliminate "stray dogs". In his obsession to
overthrow his one-time hero, Kamal joins a group of elite Libyan dissidents to help establish an opposition
party, the National Front for the Salvation of Libya. However, he soon realizes that he is faced with another
enemy...himself.
A memorable book with a surprise ending, THE LIBYAN provides a rare look into an obscure culture and a
young mother's journey of love into a chaotic world of political intrigue.

"Kofod is a brilliant observer of detail and perceptive in her descriptions of character... Her love for Libya is
evident and she presented a vivid account of its modern history through the eyes of Lina and Kamal."
-Libya TV (English)

"The Libyan offers a unique perspective on living under one of the worst dictatorships of the 20th
century...Kofod fluently weaves a tale of romance with her own observations of Libya to produce this
gripping novel."
-Tripoli Post, Libya

"Ms. Kofod has a strong voice and a heck of a story which she tells with integrity and feeling."
-Ethan Chorin, Author
Translating Libya

"The story never strays from its sharp edge... This is a good read. Fast paced in style, exciting in drama, and
sweeping in time and geography"



-C. Peter Ripley, History Professor EmeritusAuthor, Conversations With Cuba
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From reader reviews:

Dale Burt:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Libyan. You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book The Libyan. You can add knowledge and
of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Pamela Watkins:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time to
accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact just their
can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
guardería until university need this specific The Libyan to read.

Kathryn Hebert:

Here thing why that The Libyan are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is
good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Libyan
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication
that similar with The Libyan. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Libyan in e-book can be your substitute.

Christopher Small:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Libyan reserve written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation The Libyan as good book not just by the cover but
also with the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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