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In this first book-length biography of Mercedes de Acosta, theatre historian Robert A. Schanke adroitly

mines lost archival materials and mixes in his own interviews with de Acosta’s intimates to correct

established myths and at last construct an accurate, detailed, and vibrant portrait of the flamboyantly

uninhibited early-twentieth-century author, poet, and playwright.

            

Born to wealthy Spanish immigrants, Mercedes de Acosta (1893–1968) lived in opulence and traveled in the

same social circles as the Astors and Vanderbilts. Introduced to the New York theater scene at an early age,

her dual loves of performance and of women informed every aspect of her life thereafter. Alice B. Toklas’s

observation, “Say what you will about Mercedes, she’s had the most important women in the twentieth

century,” was well justified, as her romantic conquests included such internationally renowned beauties as

Greta Garbo, Marlene Dietrich, Isadora Duncan, and Eva Le Gallienne as well as Alla Nazimova, Tamara

Karsavina, Pola Negri, and Ona Munson.

            

More than a record of her personal life and infamous romances, this account offers the first analysis of the

complete oeuvre of de Acosta’s literary works, including three volumes of poetry, two novels, two film

scripts, and a dozen plays. Although only two of her plays were ever published during her lifetime, four of

them were produced, featuring such stage luminaries as John Gielgud, Ralph Richardson, and Eva Le

Gallienne. Critics praised her first volume of poetry, Moods, in 1919 and predicted her rise to literary fame,

but the love of other women that fueled her writing also limited her opportunities to fulfill this destiny.

Failing to achieve any lasting fame, she died in relative poverty at the age of seventy-five.

 

De Acosta lived her desires publicly with verve and vigor at a time when few others would dare, and for that,

she paid the price of marginalized obscurity. Until now. With “That Furious Lesbian” Schanke at last

establishes Mercedes de Acosta’s rightful place as a pioneer—and indeed a champion—in the early struggle

for lesbian rights in this country. 

 

Robert A. Schanke has edited a companion to this biography, Women in Turmoil: Six Plays by Mercedes de

Acosta, also available from Southern Illinois University Press.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Perez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept That
Furious Lesbian: The Story of Mercedes de Acosta (Theater in the Americas) suitable to you? Often the book
was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled That Furious Lesbian: The Story of Mercedes de
Acosta (Theater in the Americas)is the one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world within this book.

Fabiola Gaylor:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping That Furious Lesbian: The Story of
Mercedes de Acosta (Theater in the Americas) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want
to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick That Furious Lesbian: The Story of Mercedes de
Acosta (Theater in the Americas) become your own personal starter.

Claudette Everett:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This That Furious Lesbian: The Story of Mercedes de
Acosta (Theater in the Americas) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?

Luis Gonzalez:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book That Furious Lesbian: The Story of Mercedes de
Acosta (Theater in the Americas) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book That Furious Lesbian: The Story of Mercedes de Acosta (Theater in the Americas) has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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