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Isaiah Berlin's celebrated radio lectures on six formative anti-liberal thinkers were broadcast by the BBC in
1952. They are published here for the first time, fifty years later. They comprise one of Berlin's earliest and
most convincing expositions of his views on human freedom and on the history of ideas--views that later
found expression in such famous works as "Two Concepts of Liberty," and were at the heart of his lifelong
work on the Enlightenment and its critics. Working with BBC transcripts and Berlin's annotated drafts,
Henry Hardy has recreated these lectures, which consolidated the forty-three-year-old Berlin's growing
reputation as a man who could speak about intellectual matters in an accessible and involving way.

In his lucid examination of sometimes complex ideas, Berlin demonstrates that a balanced understanding and
a resilient defense of human liberty depend on learning both from the errors of freedom's alleged defenders
and from the dark insights of its avowed antagonists. This book throws light on the early development of
Berlin's most influential ideas and supplements his already published writings with fuller treatments of
Helvétius, Rousseau, Fichte, Hegel, and Saint-Simon, with the ultra-conservative Maistre bringing up the
rear. These thinkers gave to freedom a new dimension of power--power that, Berlin argues, has historically
brought about less, not more, individual liberty.

These lectures show Berlin at his liveliest and most torrentially spontaneous, testifying to his talents as a
teacher of rare brilliance and impact. Listeners tuned in expectantly each week to the hour-long broadcasts
and found themselves mesmerized by Berlin's astonishingly fluent extempore style. One listener, a leading
historian of ideas who was then a schoolboy, was to recount that the lectures "excited me so much that I sat,
for every talk, on the floor beside the wireless, taking notes." This excitement is at last recreated here for all
to share.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Gallagher:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be Freedom and Its Betrayal: Six Enemies of Human Liberty why because the
great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.

Jesse Fox:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Freedom and Its Betrayal: Six Enemies of Human Liberty provide you with a
new experience in looking at a book.

Mary Infante:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Freedom and Its
Betrayal: Six Enemies of Human Liberty which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.

Harvey Sanchez:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's internal or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go
to there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Freedom and Its Betrayal: Six Enemies of Human Liberty can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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