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Apparitions of the Self is a groundbreaking investigation into what is known in Tibet as "secret
autobiography," an exceptional, rarely studied literary genre that presents a personal exploration of intimate
religious experiences. In this volume, Janet Gyatso translates and studies the outstanding pair of secret
autobiographies by the famed Tibetan Buddhist visionary, Jigme Lingpa (1730-1798), whose poetic and self-
conscious writings are as much about the nature of his own identity, memory, and the undecidabilities of
autobiographical truth as they are narrations of the actual content of his experiences. Their translation in this
book marks the first time that works of this sort have been translated in a Western language.

Gyatso is among the first to consider Tibetan literature from a comparative perspective, examining the
surprising fit--as well as the misfit--of Western literary theory with Tibetan autobiography. She examines the
intriguing questions of why Tibetan Buddhists produced so many autobiographies (far more than other Asian
Buddhists) and how autobiographical self-assertion is possible even while Buddhists believe that the self is
ultimately an illusion. Also explored are Jigme Lingpa's historical milieu, his revelatory visions of the
ancient Tibetan dynasty, and his meditative practices of personal cultivation. The book concludes with a
study of the subversive female figure of the "Dakini" in Jigme Lingpa's writings, and the implications of her
gender, her sexuality, and her unsettling discourse for the autobiographical subject in Tibet.
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From reader reviews:

Mable Garza:

The feeling that you get from Apparitions of the Self: The Secret Autobiographies of a Tibetan Visionary- A
Translation and Study of Jigme Lingpa's Dancing Moon in the Water and Dakki's Grand Secret Talk could
be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Apparitions of the Self: The Secret
Autobiographies of a Tibetan Visionary- A Translation and Study of Jigme Lingpa's Dancing Moon in the
Water and Dakki's Grand Secret Talk giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this publication
is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this particular Apparitions of the Self: The Secret Autobiographies of a Tibetan Visionary- A
Translation and Study of Jigme Lingpa's Dancing Moon in the Water and Dakki's Grand Secret Talk
instantly.

Vera Harris:

This book untitled Apparitions of the Self: The Secret Autobiographies of a Tibetan Visionary- A
Translation and Study of Jigme Lingpa's Dancing Moon in the Water and Dakki's Grand Secret Talk to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot
of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Sheila Davis:

Why? Because this Apparitions of the Self: The Secret Autobiographies of a Tibetan Visionary- A
Translation and Study of Jigme Lingpa's Dancing Moon in the Water and Dakki's Grand Secret Talk is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If
I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Belinda Bridges:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Apparitions of the Self: The Secret



Autobiographies of a Tibetan Visionary- A Translation and Study of Jigme Lingpa's Dancing Moon in the
Water and Dakki's Grand Secret Talk reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Apparitions of
the Self: The Secret Autobiographies of a Tibetan Visionary- A Translation and Study of Jigme Lingpa's
Dancing Moon in the Water and Dakki's Grand Secret Talk as good book but not only by the cover but also
by the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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