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The discovery of the Americas around 1500 AD was an extraordinary watershed in human experience. It
gave rise to the modern period of human ecology, a phenomenon global in scope that set in motion profound
changes in almost every society on earth. This new period, which saw the depletion of the lands of the New
World, proved tragic for some, triumphant for others, and powerfully affecting for all.

In this work, acclaimed environmental historian Donald Worster takes a global view in his examination of
the ways in which complex issues of worldwide abundance and scarcity have shaped American society and
behavior over three centuries. Looking at the limits nature imposes on human ambitions, he questions
whether America today is in the midst of a shift from a culture of abundance to a culture of limits-and
whether American consumption has become reliant on the global South. Worster engages with key political,
economic, and environmental thinkers while presenting his own interpretation of the role of capitalism and
government in issues of wealth, abundance, and scarcity. Acknowledging the earth's agency throughout
human history, Shrinking the Earth offers a compelling explanation of how we have arrived where we are
and a hopeful way forward on a planet that is no longer as large as it once was.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Lee:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Shrinking the Earth: The Rise and Decline of American
Abundance.

Eden Cohn:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Shrinking the Earth: The Rise
and Decline of American Abundance book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Janelle Coe:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Shrinking the Earth: The Rise and Decline of American Abundance will give you new
experience in studying a book.

Joan Toon:

Beside this specific Shrinking the Earth: The Rise and Decline of American Abundance in your phone, it can
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Shrinking the Earth: The Rise and Decline of American Abundance
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do
not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!
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