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Between its founding in 1966 and its formal end in 1980, the Black Panther Party blazed a distinctive trail in
American political culture. The Black Panthers are most often remembered for their revolutionary rhetoric
and militant action. Here Alondra Nelson deftly recovers an indispensable but lesser-known aspect of the
organization's broader struggle for social justice: health care. The Black Panther Party's health activism--its
network of free health clinics, its campaign to raise awareness about genetic disease, and its challenges to
medical discrimination--was an expression of its founding political philosophy and also a recognition that
poor blacks were both underserved by mainstream medicine and overexposed to its harms.

Drawing on extensive historical research as well as interviews with former members of the Black Panther
Party, Nelson argues that the Party's focus on health care was both practical and ideological. Building on a
long tradition of medical self-sufficiency among African Americans, the Panthers' People's Free Medical
Clinics administered basic preventive care, tested for lead poisoning and hypertension, and helped with
housing, employment, and social services. In 1971, the party launched a campaign to address sickle-cell
anemia. In addition to establishing screening programs and educational outreach efforts, it exposed the racial
biases of the medical system that had largely ignored sickle-cell anemia, a disease that predominantly
affected people of African descent.

The Black Panther Party's understanding of health as a basic human right and its engagement with the social
implications of genetics anticipated current debates about the politics of health and race. That legacy--and
that struggle--continues today in the commitment of health activists and the fight for universal health care.
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From reader reviews:

Lindsey Gant:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled
Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight against Medical Discrimination? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Christian Rice:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Body and Soul: The Black Panther
Party and the Fight against Medical Discrimination. All type of book could you see on many methods. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Russell Hardison:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Body and Soul: The
Black Panther Party and the Fight against Medical Discrimination suitable to you? Often the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party
and the Fight against Medical Discriminationis one of several books this everyone read now. This book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you
ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that
you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Elvis Harris:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight against Medical Discrimination. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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