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This 3rd edition compilation includes a new foreword by the author, the book 'Anything But Merry!' and the
Screenplay version adapted from the book titled The Last Edwardian Star. With a foreword by Sonia Berry.
Discover the extraordinary life of one of Edwardian England’s most celebrated and revered musical comedy
stars, Lily Elsie. From her childhood days in the music halls of Salford and her rise to fame as the child
singing star “Little Elsie” (hailed by press and public as “the infant Patti”, after the world famous opera star
Adelina Patti) to her arrival in London as a young woman. Her association with the most powerful theatre
impresario of the time, George Edwardes, the father of the musical comedy genre, with his innovative and
lavish productions at The Gaiety and Daly’s Theatre. Her friends included Gertie Millar, the most powerful
and luminous of the “Gaiety Girls”. Elsie’s rise to fame as Sonia in Lehar’s The Merry Widow in 1907,
produced by Edwardes at Daly’s Theatre, was achieved in spite of her lack of confidence and overwhelming
stage fright that would leave her sick with nervous exhaustion and cause the press to accuse her of being “a
part time actress” when she missed performances. Her image would endorse everything from toothpaste to
face creams; the costumes and hats she wore for The Merry Widow were emulated everywhere. Retiring
from the stage in 1911 to marry a handsome and wealthy husband, she enjoyed a brief period of domestic
harmony as Mrs Bullough. But it wasn’t to last. The early signs of the paranoid neurosis and mental health
problems which would overwhelm her in later years were already in evidence. She mastered the art of being
reclusive long before Garbo took up the mantle. Her final years were spent in isolation, her personality
eroded by her mental health problems. Elsie died alone in 1962, a tragic end to a life which had promised so
much. In fact her life had been Anything But Merry from the very beginning.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hogg:

The book Edwardian Beauty: Lily Elsie & The Merry Widow make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Edwardian Beauty:
Lily Elsie & The Merry Widow for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
open up and read a reserve Edwardian Beauty: Lily Elsie & The Merry Widow. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Lavone Anderson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Edwardian Beauty: Lily Elsie & The
Merry Widow is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Fanny Rutledge:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read will be Edwardian Beauty: Lily Elsie & The Merry Widow.

Sherri Ellison:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Edwardian
Beauty: Lily Elsie & The Merry Widow.
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