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Yiddish-speaking Jews thought Cuba was supposed to be a mere layover on the journey to the United States
when they arrived in the island country in the 1920s. They even called it “Hotel Cuba.” But then the years
passed, and the many Jews who came there from Turkey, Poland, and war-torn Europe stayed in Cuba. The
beloved island ceased to be a hotel, and Cuba eventually became “home.” But after Fidel Castro came to
power in 1959, the majority of the Jews opposed his communist regime and left in a mass exodus. Though
they remade their lives in the United States, they mourned the loss of the Jewish community they had built
on the island.

As a child of five, Ruth Behar was caught up in the Jewish exodus from Cuba. Growing up in the United
States, she wondered about the Jews who stayed behind. Who were they and why had they stayed? What
traces were left of the Jewish presence, of the cemeteries, synagogues, and Torahs? Who was taking care of
this legacy? What Jewish memories had managed to survive the years of revolutionary atheism?

An Island Called Home is the story of Behar’s journey back to the island to find answers to these questions.
Unlike the exotic image projected by the American media, Behar uncovers a side of Cuban Jews that is
poignant and personal. Her moving vignettes of the individuals she meets are coupled with the sensitive
photographs of Havana-based photographer Humberto Mayol, who traveled with her.

Together, Behar’s poetic and compassionate prose and Mayol’s shadowy and riveting photographs create an
unforgettable portrait of a community that many have seen though few have understood. This book is the
first to show both the vitality and the heartbreak that lie behind the project of keeping alive the flame of
Jewish memory in Cuba.

Reader Guide (http://rutgerspress.rutgers.edu/pages/behar_reader_guide.aspx)
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From reader reviews:

Harry Branham:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular An Island Called
Home: Returning to Jewish Cuba book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Flora Godfrey:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one having theme
for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual An Island Called Home: Returning to Jewish Cuba is
kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Concepcion Bass:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This An Island Called Home:
Returning to Jewish Cuba is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Rebecca Bonnett:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This specific An Island Called Home: Returning to Jewish Cuba can
give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you
to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have An Island Called Home: Returning to
Jewish Cuba.
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