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In 1849 the Smithsonian purchased the Marsh Collection of European engravings. Not only the first
collection of any kind to be acquired by the new Institution, it was also the first public print collection in the
nation, and it presented an important symbol of cultural authority.
 
The prints formed part of the library of Vermont Congressman George Perkins Marsh (1801-1882), a
member of the Smithsonian’s Board of Regents. The uncertainty of the Smithsonian's mission in the early
years complicated its motivation for purchasing the collection, especially given Marsh’s position as a Regent
in financial difficulty. After a serious fire in 1865, portions of the collection were deposited at the Library of
Congress and the Corcoran Gallery of Art. Efforts to reclaim it began in the 1880s, as a new generation of
Smithsonian staff expanded the National Museum, but they achieved only mixed success.
 
Through the story of the Marsh Collection, the book explores the cultural values attributed to prints in the
19th century, including their prominent role in expositions and their influence on visual culture at a time
when collecting styles were moving from an individual’s private contemplation of artworks to wider public
venues of exposition in museums and reception by multiple audiences. The history of this first Smithsonian
collection enlivens an important stage in the development of American cultural identity and in the formation
of the Smithsonian as a national institution.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Fischer:

The guide untitled The First Smithsonian Collection: The European Engravings of George Perkins Marsh
and the Role of Prints in the U.S. National Museum is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The First
Smithsonian Collection: The European Engravings of George Perkins Marsh and the Role of Prints in the
U.S. National Museum from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

James Boyett:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The First Smithsonian
Collection: The European Engravings of George Perkins Marsh and the Role of Prints in the U.S. National
Museum which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Carlos Pollard:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication The First Smithsonian Collection: The European Engravings of
George Perkins Marsh and the Role of Prints in the U.S. National Museum was filled in relation to science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Timothy Wingo:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through the
book The First Smithsonian Collection: The European Engravings of George Perkins Marsh and the Role of
Prints in the U.S. National Museum we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For
being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The First Smithsonian Collection: The European
Engravings of George Perkins Marsh and the Role of Prints in the U.S. National Museum. You can more
appealing than now.
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