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This study contextualizes the achievement of a strategically crucial figure in Byzantium's turbulent seventh
century, the monk and theologian Maximus the Confessor (580-662). Building on newer biographical
research and a growing international body of scholarship, as well as on fresh examination of his diverse
literary corpus, Paul Blowers develops a profile integrating the two principal initiatives of Maximus's career:
first, his reinterpretation of the christocentric economy of creation and salvation as a framework for
expounding the spiritual and ascetical life of monastic and non-monastic Christians; and second, his
intensifying public involvement in the last phase of the ancient christological debates, the monothelete
controversy, wherein Maximus helped lead an East-West coalition against Byzantine imperial attempts
doctrinally to limit Jesus Christ to a single (divine) activity and will devoid of properly human volition.
Blowers identifies what he terms Maximus's "cosmo-politeian" worldview, a contemplative and ascetical
vision of the participation of all created beings in the novel politeia, or reordered existence, inaugurated by
Christ's "new theandric energy". Maximus ultimately insinuated his teaching on the christoformity and
cruciformity of the human vocation with his rigorous explication of the precise constitution of Christ's own
composite person. In outlining this cosmo-politeian theory, Blowers additionally sets forth a "theo-dramatic"
reading of Maximus, inspired by Hans Urs von Balthasar, which depicts the motion of creation and history
according to the christocentric "plot" or interplay of divine and creaturely freedoms. Blowers also amplifies
how Maximus's cumulative achievement challenged imperial ideology in the seventh century--the
repercussions of which cost him his life-and how it generated multiple recontextualizations in the later
history of theology.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Baldwin:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Maximus the
Confessor: Jesus Christ and the Transfiguration of the World (Christian Theology in Context) book since this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there
is no doubt in it you know.

Patty Shield:

This Maximus the Confessor: Jesus Christ and the Transfiguration of the World (Christian Theology in
Context) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this
Maximus the Confessor: Jesus Christ and the Transfiguration of the World (Christian Theology in Context)
can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but
feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside
that this Maximus the Confessor: Jesus Christ and the Transfiguration of the World (Christian Theology in
Context) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Beth Call:

The book untitled Maximus the Confessor: Jesus Christ and the Transfiguration of the World (Christian
Theology in Context) is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
guide content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Maximus the
Confessor: Jesus Christ and the Transfiguration of the World (Christian Theology in Context) from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jaime Friend:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Maximus the Confessor: Jesus
Christ and the Transfiguration of the World (Christian Theology in Context) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
way for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to



possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible
to pick Maximus the Confessor: Jesus Christ and the Transfiguration of the World (Christian Theology in
Context) become your starter.
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