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The world's third largest economy and a stable democracy, Japan remains a significant world power; but its
economy has become stagnant, and its responses to the earthquake and tsunami of March 11, 2011 and the
nuclear crisis that followed have raised international concerns. Despite being constitutionally modeled on
Great Britain's "Westminster"-style parliamentary democracy, Japan has failed to fully institute a cabinet-
style government, and its executive branch is not empowered to successfully respond to the myriad
challenges confronted by an advanced postindustrial society.

In Growing Democracy in Japan, Brian Woodall compares the Japanese cabinet system to its counterparts in
other capitalist parliamentary democracies, particularly in Great Britain. Woodall demonstrates how the
nation's long history of dominant bureaucracies has led to weakness at the top levels of government, while
mid-level officials exercise much greater power than in the British system. The post–1947 cabinet system,
begun under the Allied occupation, was fashioned from imposed and indigenous institutions which coexisted
uneasily. Woodall explains how an activist economic bureaucracy, self-governing "policy tribes" (zoku)
composed of members of parliament, and the uncertainties of coalition governments have prevented the
cabinet from assuming its prescribed role as primary executive body.

Woodall's meticulous examination of the Japanese case offers lessons for reformers as well as for those
working to establish democratic institutions in places such as Iraq, Afghanistan, China, and the new regimes
born during the Arab Spring. At the very least, he argues, Japan's struggles with this fundamental component
of parliamentary governance should serve as a cautionary tale for those who believe that growing democracy
is easy.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hanson:

The knowledge that you get from Growing Democracy in Japan: The Parliamentary Cabinet System since
1868 (Asian In The New Millennium) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Growing Democracy in Japan: The Parliamentary Cabinet System since 1868 (Asian In The New
Millennium) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Growing
Democracy in Japan: The Parliamentary Cabinet System since 1868 (Asian In The New Millennium)
instantly.

Inez Tuller:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Growing Democracy in
Japan: The Parliamentary Cabinet System since 1868 (Asian In The New Millennium) is simple to develop
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to
bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Tracy Gardiner:

This Growing Democracy in Japan: The Parliamentary Cabinet System since 1868 (Asian In The New
Millennium) is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief
your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this Growing Democracy in Japan: The Parliamentary Cabinet
System since 1868 (Asian In The New Millennium) can be the light food for you because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read
this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

William Lee:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Growing Democracy in Japan: The Parliamentary
Cabinet System since 1868 (Asian In The New Millennium) was multi-colored and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book Growing Democracy in Japan: The Parliamentary Cabinet System since 1868



(Asian In The New Millennium) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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