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Beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say I am strong.–Joel
3:10

Beating Plowshares into Swords inaugurates an extraordinarily ambitious effort by Paul Koistinen to
compose a comprehensive and wide-ranging study on the economics of American warfare from the colonial
period to the present. When completed, this multi-volume project will stand as the definitive work on a
complex subject that until now has been superficially treated or completely ignored.

Koistinen focuses not upon battlefields and battles but upon the means used to make and sustain the armies
and navies that have fought in such horrific arenas. Drawing upon a vast array of sources in a number of
diverse fields, he analyzes how America has mobilized itself for the conduct of war. He argues that to fully
understand that process we must closely examine the complex interrelations among economic, political, and
military institutions within the context of relentless modernization and technological innovation.

In this first volume, Koistinen describes how an undeveloped "preindustrial" economy forced Americans to
fight defensive wars of attrition like the Revolution and the War of 1812. By the time of the Mexican War,
however, a gradually maturing economy allowed the U.S. to use a much more offensive-minded strategy to
achieve its goals. The book concludes with an exhaustive examination of the Civil War, a conflict that both
anticipated and differed from the total wars of the industrialized era. Koistinen demonstrates that the North
relied upon its enormous economic might to overwhelm the Confederacy through a strategy of annihilation,
while the South bungled its own strategy of attrition by failing to mobilize effectively a much less-developed
economy.

With this and subsequent volumes, Koistinen's sweeping synthesis provides a panoramic view that enlarges
and in significant ways alters our vision of the turbulent relationship between war and society in America.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Lafond:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Beating Plowshares into Swords: The Political Economy of
American Warfare, 1606-1865. Try to make the book Beating Plowshares into Swords: The Political
Economy of American Warfare, 1606-1865 as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when
you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book.
So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jennifer Case:

The book Beating Plowshares into Swords: The Political Economy of American Warfare, 1606-1865 can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave the good thing like a book Beating Plowshares into Swords: The Political Economy of American
Warfare, 1606-1865? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Beating
Plowshares into Swords: The Political Economy of American Warfare, 1606-1865 has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Wood:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book Beating Plowshares into Swords: The Political
Economy of American Warfare, 1606-1865 has been making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Beating
Plowshares into Swords: The Political Economy of American Warfare, 1606-1865 is not only giving you far
more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Beating Plowshares into Swords:
The Political Economy of American Warfare, 1606-1865. You never feel lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Valarie Chamberlin:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Beating Plowshares into Swords: The Political Economy of
American Warfare, 1606-1865 was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Beating Plowshares into Swords: The Political Economy of American Warfare, 1606-1865 has many



kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading in which.
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