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Although America’s founders may have been inspired by the political thought of ancient Greece and Rome,
the United States is more often characterized by its devotion to the pursuit of commerce. Some have even
said that a modern commercial republic such as the United States unavoidably lowers its moral horizon to
little more than a concern with securing peace and prosperity so that commerce can flourish.

Michael Chan reconsiders this view of America through close readings of Aristotle and Alexander Hamilton,
showing that America at its founding was neither as modern nor as low as we have been led to believe. He
challenges the virtue/commerce divide that dominates modern thought by demonstrating that the prevailing
views of Aristotle and Hamilton on commerce reflect misleading half-truths.

Chan first examines Aristotle’s views of economics as presented in the Politics, arguing that Aristotle was
not as hostile to commerce as is commonly believed. He points out the philosopher’s belief in the value of
commercial acquisition in the interest of supplying citizens with the “equipment of virtue,” citing Aristotle’s
praise of commercial Carthage over agrarian but much-esteemed Sparta.

Chan then turns to a detailed account of the political economy of Hamilton, a proponent of an advanced
industrial republic modeled on Great Britain. While many take Hamilton’s advocacy of public credit, a
national bank, and manufacturing as evidence of his rejection of classical republican thought in favor of
modernity, Chan contends that Hamilton embraced a classically inspired economic statesmanship that
transcended a concern with merely securing peace and prosperity. Leading the reader through the
complexities of Hamilton’s thought, Chan shows that he intended commerce to pursue the wider classical
goals of forming the character of citizens, establishing harmony and justice, and pursuing national greatness.
Rather than attempting to brand Hamilton an Aristotelian, Chan seeks to incorporate into the study of
Hamilton’s political economy what Aristotle himself regarded as the statesman’s characteristic virtue,
prudence.

By reflecting on Hamilton in the context of Aristotle’s own reflections on commerce, Chan casts him in a
new light that cuts across the ongoing debate about liberal versus classical republican elements of the
American founding. His cogent analysis also raises important questions regarding the American system as it
is being challenged by conflicting worldviews. Aristotle and Hamilton on Commerce and Statesmanship
makes a significant contribution to our understanding of both Hamiltonian thought and the moral worthiness
of democratic capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Lucy Fletcher:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Aristotle and Hamilton
on Commerce and Statesmanship is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Amy Nichols:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Aristotle and Hamilton on Commerce and
Statesmanship as the daily resource information.

James Haney:

Often the book Aristotle and Hamilton on Commerce and Statesmanship has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after reading this book.

Mellisa Holden:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books
in the top listing in your reading list is usually Aristotle and Hamilton on Commerce and Statesmanship. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.



Download and Read Online Aristotle and Hamilton on Commerce
and Statesmanship Michael D. Chan #REF8V5UZ3QO



Read Aristotle and Hamilton on Commerce and Statesmanship by
Michael D. Chan for online ebook

Aristotle and Hamilton on Commerce and Statesmanship by Michael D. Chan Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Aristotle and Hamilton on Commerce and Statesmanship by Michael D. Chan books
to read online.

Online Aristotle and Hamilton on Commerce and Statesmanship by Michael D. Chan
ebook PDF download

Aristotle and Hamilton on Commerce and Statesmanship by Michael D. Chan Doc

Aristotle and Hamilton on Commerce and Statesmanship by Michael D. Chan Mobipocket

Aristotle and Hamilton on Commerce and Statesmanship by Michael D. Chan EPub


