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Britain possesses a literary heritage virtually unrivaled in the Western world. This lavishly illustrated volume
explores the richness, diversity, and continuity of that tradition. Under the general editorship of Pat Rogers,
some of Britain's foremost literary scholars trace the history of English literature from its first stirrings in
Anglo-Saxon poetry to the present day.
The contributors aim to convey to the reader the pleasure and exhilaration of literature, rather than to provide
a bare outline of schools and periods of writing. At the heart of the volume towers the figure of Shakespeare,
who has a special chapter devoted entirely to himself. The volume also offer detailed treatments of other
major writers such as Chaucer, Milton, Donne, Wordsworth, Dickens, Eliot, and Auden, and up-to-date
discussions of living authors such as Muriel Spark and Seamus Heaney. More than a mere chronology, this
versatile work provides a basic core of information and invaluable supplementary material, including
suggestions for further reading, maps, a chronological table of dates, and a detailed index with birth and
death dates of individuals listed. It also moves beyond these facts and events to characterize the broad sweep
of ideas and the main concerns of British writers over the past thirteen centuries.
The illustrations chosen--thirty-five in color and over two hundred in black and white--bring to life the
content and concerns of the text. They range in subject from manuscripts and book illustrations to works of
art and architecture, portraits, social scenes, landscapes, and caricatures, illuminating not only the literature
but also the ideas, preoccupations, and outlooks that fostered it. Rather than simply decorating the text, the
illustrations complement and enlarge it.
All experts in their chosen areas, the contributors bring to this volume a deep understanding and great
enthusiasm and zest for their subject. Collectively, they have woven together the complex strands of English
literature into a highly readable narrative.
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From reader reviews:

John Harrison:

Here thing why this kind of The Oxford Illustrated History of English Literature are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Oxford Illustrated History of English Literature
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that
similar with The Oxford Illustrated History of English Literature. It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Oxford Illustrated History of English
Literature in e-book can be your option.

Kevin Jakubowski:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Oxford Illustrated History of English Literature, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Bertha Underwood:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Oxford Illustrated History of English Literature.

Wilma Bates:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Oxford Illustrated History of English Literature,
you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-



out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.
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