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The idea of a missing link between humanity and our animal ancestors predates evolution and popular
science and actually has religious roots in the deist concept of the Great Chain of Being. Yet, the metaphor
has lodged itself in the contemporary imagination, and new fossil discoveries are often hailed in headlines as
revealing the elusive transitional step, the moment when we stopped being “animal” and started being
“human.” In The Accidental Species, Henry Gee, longtime paleontology editor at Nature, takes aim at this
misleading notion, arguing that it reflects a profound misunderstanding of how evolution works and, when
applied to the evolution of our own species, supports mistaken ideas about our own place in the universe.
 
Gee presents a robust and stark challenge to our tendency to see ourselves as the acme of creation. Far from
being a quirk of religious fundamentalism, human exceptionalism, Gee argues, is an error that also infects
scientific thought. Touring the many features of human beings that have recurrently been used to distinguish
us from the rest of the animal world, Gee shows that our evolutionary outcome is one possibility among
many, one that owes more to chance than to an organized progression to supremacy. He starts with
bipedality, which he shows could have arisen entirely by accident, as a by-product of sexual selection, moves
on to technology, large brain size, intelligence, language, and, finally, sentience. He reveals each of these
attributes to be alive and well throughout the animal world—they are not, indeed, unique to our species.

The Accidental Species combines Gee’s firsthand experience on the editorial side of many incredible
paleontological findings with healthy skepticism and humor to create a book that aims to overturn popular
thinking on human evolution—the key is not what’s missing, but how we’re linked.
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Stidham:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get before. The The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life
within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out
spare time activity?

Philip Kirkpatrick:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Accidental Species:
Misunderstandings of Human Evolution e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The
Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution as good book not merely by the cover but also
with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

John Tammaro:

You can spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings
of Human Evolution is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Laverne Dunbar:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book but novel and The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution or
perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other
book likes The Accidental Species: Misunderstandings of Human Evolution to make your spare time



considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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