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During his life, Geoffrey Chaucer (born c.1340) was courtier, diplomat, revenue collector, administrator,
negotiator, overseer of building projects, landowner and knight of the shire. He was servant, retainer,
husband, friend and father, but is now mainly known as a poet and 'the father of English literature', a postion
to which he was raised by other writers in the generation after his death. It was Boccaccio's Decameron
which inspired Chaucer, in the 1390s, to begin work on The Canterbury Tales, which was still unfinished at
his death in October 1400. It tells the story of a group of 30 pilgrims who meet at the Tabard Inn in
Southwark, on the south bank of the Thames opposite the city of London, and travel together to visit the then
famous shrine of St Thomas Becket in Canterbury cathedral. The tavern host, who accompanies them,
suggests that they amuse one another along the way by telling stories, with the best storyteller awarded a
meal in the tavern (paid for by all the others) on their return. The stories told by the pilgrims range from
bawdy comedies through saints' lives and moral tracts to courtly romances, always delivered with a generous
helping of Chaucer's own sly wit and ironic humour. Although basing his characters on the stereotypes of
'estates satire', Chaucer succeeds in his aim of producing an overview of his times and their culture, for
posterity, in the manner of Italian, proto-Renaissance, writers. This transcription and edition is taken from
British Library MS Harley 7334, produced within ten years of Chaucer's death. The on-page notes and
glosses aim to enable readers with little or no previous experience of medieva
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Martin:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Canterbury Tales (Wordsworth Poetry Library)
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Daniel Miller:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for us. The book The Canterbury Tales (Wordsworth Poetry Library) had been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The book The Canterbury Tales (Wordsworth Poetry Library) is not only giving you
much more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book The Canterbury Tales
(Wordsworth Poetry Library). You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

William McClanahan:

The reserve with title The Canterbury Tales (Wordsworth Poetry Library) includes a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Catherine Hudson:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books
in the top collection in your reading list will be The Canterbury Tales (Wordsworth Poetry Library). This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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