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"This book will change your life! Every instructor should buy it now. Nilson shows us how to make grading
easier, more logical, and more consonant with research on learning and motivation. A practical, time-saving,
student-motivating system of grading. A major advance in our thinking about how we grade and how
students learn."-- Barbara Walvoord, Professor Emerita, University of Notre Dame

In her latest book Linda Nilson puts forward an innovative but practical and tested approach to grading that
can demonstrably raise academic standards, motivate students, tie their achievement of learning outcomes to
their course grades, save faculty time and stress, and provide the reliable gauge of student learning that the
public and employers are looking for.

She argues that the grading system most commonly in use now is unwieldy, imprecise and unnecessarily
complex, involving too many rating levels for too many individual assignments and tests, and based on a
hairsplitting point structure that obscures the underlying criteria and encourages students to challenge their
grades.

This new specifications grading paradigm restructures assessments to streamline the grading process and
greatly reduce grading time, empower students to choose the level of attainment they want to achieve, reduce
antagonism between the evaluator and the evaluated, and increase student receptivity to meaningful
feedback, thus facilitating the learning process – all while upholding rigor. In addition, specs grading
increases students’ motivation to do well by making expectations clear, lowering their stress and giving them
agency in determining their course goals.

Among the unique characteristics of the schema, all of which simplify faculty decision making, are the
elimination of partial credit, the reliance on a one-level grading rubric and the “bundling” of assignments and
tests around learning outcomes. Successfully completing more challenging bundles (or modules) earns a
student a higher course grade. Specs grading works equally well in small and large class settings and
encourages “authentic assessment.” Used consistently over time, it can restore credibility to grades by
demonstrating and making transparent to all stakeholders the learning outcomes that students achieve.

This book features many examples of courses that faculty have adapted to spec grading and lays out the
surprisingly simple transition process. It is intended for all members of higher education who teach, whatever
the discipline and regardless of rank, as well as those who oversee, train, and advise those who teach.

Specification grading promotes the following values and outcomes. It:

1. Upholds High Academic Standards
2. Reflects Student Attainment of Skills and Knowledge
3. Motivates Students to Learn and to Excel
4. Fosters Higher-Order Cognitive Development and Creativity
5. Discourages Cheating
6. Reduces Student Stress



7. Makes Students Feel Responsible for Their Grades
8. Minimizes Conflict Between Faculty and Students
9. Saves Faculty Time and Is Simple to Administer
10. Makes Expectations Clear and Simplifies Feedback for Improvement
11. Assesses Authentically
12. Achieves High Inter-Rater Agreement
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Jaramillo:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time to
accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do?
Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can do which. It
said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten
until university need this kind of Specifications Grading: Restoring Rigor, Motivating Students, and Saving
Faculty Time to read.

Christopher Helland:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Specifications Grading: Restoring Rigor, Motivating Students, and Saving Faculty Time,
you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a guide.

Ericka McCall:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer could be Specifications Grading: Restoring Rigor, Motivating Students, and Saving
Faculty Time why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Lorraine Cox:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is Specifications Grading: Restoring Rigor, Motivating Students, and Saving
Faculty Time. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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