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Coercion is persuasion supported by the threat or use of force. Just as warfare is often "diplomacy carried out
by other means," coercion—the threat of combat or the threat of an escalation in the intensity of combat—is
a more subtle method of dispute that shades the spectrum between diplomacy and warfare. Understanding of
coercive military strategy is a prerequisite to the successful making of either policy or war.

In Coercive Military Strategy, Stephen J. Cimbala shows that coercive military strategy is a necessary part of
any diplomatic-strategic recipe for success. Few wars are total wars, fought to annihilation, and military
power is inherently political, employed for political purpose, in order to advance the public agenda of a state,
so in any war there comes a time when a diplomatic resolution may be possible. To that end, coercive
strategy should be flexible, for there are as many variations to it as there are variations in wars and warfare.

Cimbala observes several cases of applying coercive strategy in the twentieth century: the U.S. strategy of
limited war during the Cold War; the Cuban Missile Crisis, in which both the United States and the Soviet
Union applied coercive strategy; Desert Storm, in which the Coalition Forces could practice coercion without
restraint; and the Vietnam War, in which U.S. coercive strategy was ultimately a failure.

Additionally, Cimbala examines coercion and the theory of collective security, which implies a willingness
on the part of individual states, such as the NATO nations, to combine against any aspiring aggressor.

With his examples, and the arguments they illustrate, Cimbala shows that although coercive strategy is a
remedy for neither the ailments of U.S. national security nor world conflict, it will become more important in
peace, crisis, and even war in the next century, when winning with the minimum of force or without force
will become more important than winning by means of maximum firepower.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Flynn:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Coercive Military Strategy book
because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Deborah Beaudry:

This Coercive Military Strategy are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The explanation of this Coercive Military Strategy can be among the great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Coercive Military Strategy forcing you
to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Arthur Freeman:

This Coercive Military Strategy is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for
you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info
accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Coercive Military Strategy in your hand
like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

John Lambeth:

The book untitled Coercive Military Strategy contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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