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Updike is Adam Begley’s masterful, much-anticipated biography of one of the most celebrated figures in
American literature: Pulitzer Prize-winning author John Updike—a candid, intimate, and richly detailed look
at his life and work.

In this magisterial biography, Adam Begley offers an illuminating portrait of John Updike, the acclaimed
novelist, poet, short-story writer, and critic who saw himself as a literary spy in small-town and suburban
America, who dedicated himself to the task of transcribing “middleness with all its grits, bumps and
anonymities.”

Updike explores the stages of the writer’s pilgrim’s progress: his beloved home turf of Berks County,
Pennsylvania; his escape to Harvard; his brief, busy working life as the golden boy at The New Yorker; his
family years in suburban Ipswich, Massachusetts; his extensive travel abroad; and his retreat to another
Massachusetts town, Beverly Farms, where he remained until his death in 2009. Drawing from in-depth
research as well as interviews with the writer’s colleagues, friends, and family, Begley explores how
Updike’s fiction was shaped by his tumultuous personal life—including his enduring religious faith, his two
marriages, and his first-hand experience of the “adulterous society” he was credited with exposing in the
bestselling Couples.

With a sharp critical sensibility that lends depth and originality to his analysis, Begley probes Updike’s best-
loved works—from Pigeon Feathers to The Witches of Eastwick to the Rabbit tetralogy—and reveals a
surprising and deeply complex character fraught with contradictions: a kind man with a vicious wit, a
gregarious charmer who was ruthlessly competitive, a private person compelled to spill his secrets on the
printed page. Updike offers an admiring yet balanced look at this national treasure, a master whose writing
continues to resonate like no one else’s.
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From reader reviews:

Karen McCarthy:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Updike. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important any book Updike. You can add expertise and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Ronald Jackson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Updike, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Larry Artz:

The publication untitled Updike is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality
of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book,
therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-
book of Updike from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Carol Anthony:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Updike, you may enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur
its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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