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A volume in International Research on School Leadership Series Editors Alan R. Shoho and Bruce G.
Barnett, University of Texas at San Antonio Our fourth book in the International Research on School
Leadership series focuses on school leadership in an era of high stakes accountability. Fueled by sweeping
federal education accountability reforms, such as the United States' No Child Left Behind (NCLB) and Race
to the Top (R2T) and Australia's Performance Measurement and Reporting Taskforce, school systems around
the world are being forced to increase academic standards, participate in high-stakes testing, and raise
evaluation standards for teachers and principals. These results-driven reforms are intended to hold educators
"accountable for student learning and accountable to the public" (Anderson, 2005, p. 2, emphasis in
original). While policymakers and the public debate the merits of student achievement accountability
measures, P-12 educational leaders do not have the luxury to wait for clear guidance and resources to
improve their schools and operating systems. Instead, successful leaders must balance the need to create
learning communities, manage the organizational climate, and encourage community involvement with the
consequences testing has on teacher morale and public scrutiny. The chapters in this volume clearly indicate
that as school leaders attend to these potentially competing forces, this affects their problem-solving
strategies, ability to facilitate change, and encourage community involvement. We were delighted with the
responses from colleagues around the world who were eager to share their research dealing with how leaders
are functioning effectively within a high-accountability environment. The nine chapters in this volume
provide empirical evidence of the strategies school leaders use to cope with problems and negotiate external
demands while improving student performance. In particular, the voices and actions of principals,
superintendents, and school board members are captured in a blend of quantitative and qualitative studies.
The breadth of studies is impressive, ranging from case studies of individual principals to cross-district
comparisons to national data from the National Center for Education Statistics. To highlight important
findings, we have organized the book into five sections. The first section (Chapters 2, 3, and 4) highlights the
problem-solving strategies used by principals and superintendents when pressured to turn around low-
performing schools. In the second section (Chapters 5 and 6), attention is devoted to ways in which school
leaders act as "buffers" by reducing the impact of external demands within their local school contexts. Next,
Chapters 7 and 8 explore creative ways in which financial analyses can be used to assess the cost
effectiveness of programs and services. Chapters 9 and 10 examine how principals enact their instructional
leadership roles in managing curriculum reforms and evaluating teachers. Finally, in the last section (Chapter
11), Kenneth Leithwood synthesizes the major themes and ideas emerging across these chapters, paying
particular attention to practical issues influencing school leaders in this era of school reform and
accountability as well as promising areas for future research.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this School and District Leadership in an Era of Accountability (International
Research on School Leadership).

Donna Jost:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work the following
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer can be School and District Leadership in an Era of Accountability (International
Research on School Leadership) why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Paul Jackson:

This School and District Leadership in an Era of Accountability (International Research on School
Leadership) is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always
deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately
using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you
can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having School and District Leadership in an Era of
Accountability (International Research on School Leadership) in your hand like getting the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or
fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt this?

Abigail Shelton:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book School and District Leadership in an Era of
Accountability (International Research on School Leadership) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and



examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the
reserve School and District Leadership in an Era of Accountability (International Research on School
Leadership) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the
time.
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