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During the last five decades, U.S. cultural diplomacy programs have withered because of politics and
accidents of history that have subordinated cultural diplomacy to public relations campaigning, now called
“public diplomacy.” With anti-Americanism on the rise worldwide, cultural diplomacy should become an
immediate priority, but politicians continue to ignore this relatively inexpensive, age-old tool for promoting
understanding among nations. Richard Arndt probes the history of American cultural diplomacy to
demonstrate its valuable past contributions and to make a plea for reviving it for the future. Cultural relations
occur naturally between people in different nations as a result of trade, tourism, student exchanges,
entertainment, communications, migration, intermarriage—millions of cross-cultural encounters. But cultural
diplomacy only happens when a government decides to channel and to support cultural exchange through
planned programs to promote broad national interests. The First Resort of Kings examines the first eight
decades of formal U.S. cultural diplomacy, from its tentative beginnings in World War I through the 1990s.
Arndt also compares America’s efforts with those of other nations and enriches his narrative by detailing the
professional experiences of the men and women who have represented American democracy, education,
intellect, art, and literature to the rest of the world. His work shows that this dialogue of American culture
and education with the rest of the world is neither a frill nor a domestic political concern but is the deepest
cornerstone of a positive, forward-looking U.S. foreign policy. Arndt argues that, particularly in the wake of
the Iraq War, America must revive its cultural diplomacy programs as a long-term investment in
international goodwill and understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural
Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or suitable book with you?

Helen Wright:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the guide untitled The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century can
be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Kim Bartlett:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic
as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural
Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Christopher Bohner:

You will get this The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century by look
at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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