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For the past forty years shamanism has drawn increasing attention among the general public and academics.
There is an enormous literature on shamanism, but no one has tried to understand why and how Western
intellectual and popular culture became so fascinated with the topic. Behind fictional and non-fictional works
on shamanism, Andrei A. Znamenski uncovers an exciting story that mirrors changing Western attitudes
toward the primitive. The Beauty of the Primitive explores how shamanism, an obscure word introduced by
the eighteenth-century German explorers of Siberia, entered Western humanities and social sciences, and has
now become a powerful idiom used by nature and pagan communities to situate their spiritual quests and
anti-modernity sentiments. The major characters of The Beauty of the Primitive are past and present Western
scholars, writers, explorers, and spiritual seekers with a variety of views on shamanism. Moving from
Enlightenment and Romantic writers and Russian exile ethnographers to the anthropology of Franz Boas to
Mircea Eliade and Carlos Castaneda, Znamenski details how the shamanism idiom was gradually
transplanted from Siberia to the Native American scene and beyond. He also looks into the circumstances
that prompted scholars and writers at first to marginalize shamanism as a mental disorder and then to recast it
as high spiritual wisdom in the 1960s and the 1970s. Linking the growing interest in shamanism to the rise of
anti-modernism in Western culture and intellectual life, Znamenski examines the role that anthropology,
psychology, environmentalism, and Native Americana have played in the emergence of neo-shamanism. He
discusses the sources that inspire Western neo-shamans and seeks to explain why lately many of these
spiritual seekers have increasingly moved away from non-Western tradition to European folklore. A work of
intellectual discovery, The Beauty of the Primitive shows how scholars, writers, and spiritual seekers shape
their writings and experiences to suit contemporary cultural, ideological, and spiritual needs. With its
interdisciplinary approach and engaging style, it promises to be the definitive account of this neglected
strand of intellectual history.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Baldwin:

Here thing why this kind of The Beauty of the Primitive: Shamanism and Western Imagination are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Beauty of the Primitive: Shamanism and Western
Imagination giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there
is no guide that similar with The Beauty of the Primitive: Shamanism and Western Imagination. It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The
Beauty of the Primitive: Shamanism and Western Imagination in e-book can be your alternative.

Mike Hodges:

This book untitled The Beauty of the Primitive: Shamanism and Western Imagination to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Jerry Hull:

The e-book with title The Beauty of the Primitive: Shamanism and Western Imagination includes a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Bonnie Gallup:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The Beauty of the Primitive: Shamanism and
Western Imagination.
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