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The Norton Critical Edition of this influential Harlem Renaissance novel includes related materials
available in no other edition.

Known only as the “Ex-Colored Man,” the protagonist in Johnson’s novel is forced to choose between
celebrating his African American heritage or “passing” as an average white man in a post-Reconstruction
America that is rapidly changing. This Norton Critical Edition is based on the 1912 text. It is accompanied
by a detailed introduction, explanatory footnotes, and a note on the text. The appendices that follow the
novel include materials available in no other edition: manuscript drafts of the final chapters, including the
original lynching scene (chapter 10, ca. 1910) and the original ending (chapter 11, ca. 1908).

An unusually rich selection of “Backgrounds and Sources” focuses on Johnson’s life; the autobiographical
inspirations for The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man; the cultural history of the era in which Johnson
lived and wrote; the noteworthy reception history for the 1912, 1927, and 1948 editions; and related writings
by Johnson. In addition to Johnson, contributors include Eugene Levy, W. E. B. Du Bois, Carl Van Vechten,
Blanche W. Knopf,  and Victor Weybright among others.

The four critical essays and interpretations in this volume speak to The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored
Man’s major themes, among them irony, authorship, passing, and parody. Assessments are provided by
Robert B. Stepto, M. Giulia Fabi, Siobhan B. Somerville, and Christina L. Ruotolo.

A chronology of Johnson’s life and work and a selected bibliography are also included, as well as six
images.
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From reader reviews:

Seth Sawyer:

The book The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man (Norton Critical Editions) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The
Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man (Norton Critical Editions)? Some of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now,
try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
can share all of these. Book The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man (Norton Critical Editions) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by
start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Alexandra Sauer:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man (Norton Critical Editions), you could tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
publication.

Denise Niemi:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man
(Norton Critical Editions), you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.

Helen Rios:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man
(Norton Critical Editions) to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a



book and study it. Beside that the e-book The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man (Norton Critical
Editions) can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of their time.
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