
Covenant of Blood: Circumcision and Gender in
Rabbinic Judaism (Chicago Studies in the History

of Judaism)
Lawrence A. Hoffman

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0226347842
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0226347842
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0226347842


Covenant of Blood: Circumcision and Gender in Rabbinic
Judaism (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism)

Lawrence A. Hoffman

Covenant of Blood: Circumcision and Gender in Rabbinic Judaism (Chicago Studies in the History of
Judaism) Lawrence A. Hoffman
Central to both biblical narrative and rabbinic commentary, circumcision has remained a defining rite of
Jewish identity, a symbol so powerful that challenges to it have always been considered taboo. Lawrence
Hoffman seeks to find out why circumcision holds such an important place in the Jewish psyche. He traces
the symbolism of circumcision through Jewish history, examining its evolution as a symbol of the covenant
in the post-exilic period of the Bible and its subsequent meaning in the formative era of Mishnah and
Talmud.

In the rabbinic system, Hoffman argues, circumcision was neither a birth ritual nor the beginning of the
human life cycle, but a rite of covenantal initiation into a male "life line." Although the evolution of the rite
was shaped by rabbinic debates with early Christianity, the Rabbis shared with the church a view of blood as
providing salvation. Hoffman examines the particular significance of circumcision blood, which, in addition
to its salvific role, contrasted with menstrual blood to symbolize the gender dichotomy within the rabbinic
system. His analysis of the Rabbis' views of circumcision and menstrual blood sheds light on the
marginalization of women in rabbinic law. Differentiating official mores about gender from actual practice,
Hoffman surveys women's spirituality within rabbinic society and examines the roles mothers played in their
sons' circumcisions until the medieval period, when they were finally excluded.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Marshall:

The book Covenant of Blood: Circumcision and Gender in Rabbinic Judaism (Chicago Studies in the History
of Judaism) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why must we leave a good thing like a book Covenant of Blood: Circumcision and Gender in Rabbinic
Judaism (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism)? Several of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Covenant of Blood: Circumcision and Gender in Rabbinic Judaism (Chicago Studies in the History of
Judaism) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the
enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Lorraine Wheat:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is usually Covenant of Blood: Circumcision and Gender in Rabbinic Judaism (Chicago Studies in
the History of Judaism).

Randy Acevedo:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Covenant of Blood: Circumcision
and Gender in Rabbinic Judaism (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the
means for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick
Covenant of Blood: Circumcision and Gender in Rabbinic Judaism (Chicago Studies in the History of
Judaism) become your own starter.

Karen Huff:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Covenant of Blood: Circumcision and
Gender in Rabbinic Judaism (Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism) is simple to develop you can read it
in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your



smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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