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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,3, University of Bamberg, course: London in Literature through the Ages, language: English, abstract:
Being one of Hanif Kureishi’s most famous works, The Buddha of Suburbia has been discussed numerously
in academic writing. Up to now, most scholars have, unfortunately, only focussed on the most apparent
topics of hybridity and racial as well as migrational identity. Although fairly striking, only few have paid
attention to the British class system that is portrayed in the novel, and if they have, only in passing.
This paper is not intended to be added to this long list. I rather want to concentrate on how diverse and
comprehensively the topic of class is approached by Kureishi, how class is depicted. For this reason, I want
start with some more general facts about lower middle class, but will try to directly compare them to the
contents of The Buddha of Suburbia.
Secondly, I aim to show how, especially, class is depicted and to describe what makes someone belong to a
certain class. How is affiliation expressed and how can one distinguish from other social groups? What does
influence our thoughts and beliefs, and why do people want to break out? In regard to this, I will pay special
attention to how the suburbs are presented in the novel and to what extent they differ from London.
Finally, I want to examine in how far London offers a chance to flee suburbia and lower middle class
influences. Does the anonymity of England’s capital provide the basis for a new self, to create something
new, and leave the past behind? Do people have to surrender, not to say sacrifice, their old identities in order
to make it in London? What is the price for climbing the social ladder, and can one find a new, but genuine,
self after having left the old behind?
My paper shall answer these questions, it seeks to unfold some of the complexity of Kureishi’s début novel
and to offer a new approach for interpreting The Buddha of Suburbia.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Mishler:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Depiction of Class and Self-Created
Identity in "The Buddha of Suburbia" book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Dana Register:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Depiction of Class and Self-
Created Identity in "The Buddha of Suburbia" book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge.
Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

James Snider:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the e-book untitled The Depiction of Class and Self-Created Identity in "The Buddha of Suburbia"
can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Donna Robinson:

This The Depiction of Class and Self-Created Identity in "The Buddha of Suburbia" is brand new way for
you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this The
Depiction of Class and Self-Created Identity in "The Buddha of Suburbia" can be the light food for you
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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