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“This innovative study marries two very divergent sources of knowledge—historical documentation
from the era of the slave trade with the narratives of remembrance of ancestors from the present—to
reveal a compelling story that links Madagascar with colonial North America and the struggles of the
descendants of Malagasy immigrants to retain an identity that was endangered through slavery.”
—Paul E. Lovejoy, Distinguished Research Professor, York University

From the seventeenth century into the nineteenth, thousands of Madagascar’s people were brought to
American ports as slaves. In Memories of Madagascar and Slavery in the Black Atlantic, Wendy Wilson-Fall
shows that the descendants of these Malagasy slaves in the United States maintained an ethnic identity in
ways that those from the areas more commonly feeding the Atlantic slave trade did not. Generations later,
hundreds, if not thousands, of African Americans maintain strong identities as Malagasy descendants, yet the
histories of Malagasy slaves, sailors, and their descendants have been little explored.

Wilson-Fall examines how and why the stories that underlie this identity have been handed down through
families?—?and what this says about broader issues of ethnicity and meaning-making for those whose
family origins, if documented at all, have been willfully obscured by history.

By analyzing contemporary oral histories as well as historical records and examining the conflicts between
the two, Wilson-Fall carefully probes the tensions between the official and the personal, the written and the
lived. She suggests that historically, the black community has been a melting pot to which generations of
immigrants?—?enslaved and free?—?have been socially assigned, often in spite of their wish to retain far
more complex identities. Innovative in its methodology and poetic in its articulation, this book bridges
history and ethnography to take studies of diaspora, ethnicity, and identity into new territory.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy McCulloch:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this Memories of Madagascar and
Slavery in the Black Atlantic (Ohio RIS Global Series) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Andre Roop:

Typically the book Memories of Madagascar and Slavery in the Black Atlantic (Ohio RIS Global Series) will
bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Memories of Madagascar
and Slavery in the Black Atlantic (Ohio RIS Global Series) is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Percy Cole:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Memories of Madagascar and Slavery in the Black Atlantic (Ohio RIS Global Series) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Memories of Madagascar and Slavery in the
Black Atlantic (Ohio RIS Global Series) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

John Street:

The book untitled Memories of Madagascar and Slavery in the Black Atlantic (Ohio RIS Global Series)
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice learn.
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