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Long before European empires came to dominate the Middle East, Britain was brought face to face with
Islam through the activities of the Barbary corsairs. For three centuries after 1500, Muslim ships based in
North African ports terrorized European shipping, capturing thousands of vessels and enslaving hundreds of
thousands of Christians. Encountering Islam is the fascinating story of one Englishman's experience of life
within a Muslim society, as both Christian slave and Muslim soldier. Born in Exeter around 1662, Joseph
Pitts was captured by Algerian pirates on his first voyage in 1678. Sold as a slave in Algiers, he underwent
forced conversion to Islam. Sold again, he accompanied his kindly third master on pilgrimage to Mecca, so
becoming the first Englishman known to have visited the Muslim Holy Places. Granted his freedom, Pitts
became a soldier, going on campaign against the Moroccans and Spanish before venturing on a daring escape
while serving with the Algiers fleet. Crossing much of Italy and Germany on foot, he finally reached Exeter
seventeen years after he had left. Joseph Pitts's A Faithful Account of the Religion and Manners of the
Mahometans, first published in 1704, is a unique combination of captivity narrative, travel account and
description of Islam. It describes his time in Algiers, his life as a slave, his conversion, his pilgrimage to
Mecca (the first such detailed description in English), Muslim ritual and practice, and his audacious escape.
A Christian for most of his life, Pitts also had the advantage of living as a Muslim within a Muslim society.
Nowhere in the literature of the period is there a more intimate and poignant account of identity conflict.
Encountering Islam contains a faithful rendering of the definitive 1731 edition of Pitts's book, together with
critical historical, religious and linguistic notes. The introduction tells what is known of Pitts's life, and
places his work against its historical background, and in the context of current scholarship on captivity
narratives and Anglo-Muslim relations of the period. Paul Auchterlonie, an Arabist, worked for forty years
as a librarian specializing in Middle Eastern and Islamic studies, and from 1981 to 2011 was librarian in
charge of the Middle East collections at the University of Exeter. He is the author and editor of numerous
works on Middle Eastern bibliography and library science, and has recently published articles on historical
and cultural relations between Britain and the Middle East. He is currently an Honorary Research Fellow at
the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter.
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From reader reviews:

John Long:

This Encountering Islam: Joseph Pitts: An English Slave in 17th-century Algiers and Mecca book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Encountering Islam: Joseph Pitts: An English
Slave in 17th-century Algiers and Mecca without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical
in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Encountering Islam: Joseph Pitts: An English Slave
in 17th-century Algiers and Mecca can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Encountering Islam: Joseph Pitts: An English Slave in 17th-century Algiers and Mecca having great
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Jaclyn Davis:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually
Encountering Islam: Joseph Pitts: An English Slave in 17th-century Algiers and Mecca.

Tom Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Encountering Islam: Joseph Pitts: An
English Slave in 17th-century Algiers and Mecca reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still skepticism Encountering Islam: Joseph Pitts: An English Slave in 17th-century Algiers and Mecca
as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't
determine book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come
on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Kevin Lemon:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Encountering Islam: Joseph Pitts: An English Slave
in 17th-century Algiers and Mecca can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book
you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by



knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Encountering Islam:
Joseph Pitts: An English Slave in 17th-century Algiers and Mecca.
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