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The diminishment of Arctic sea ice has led to increased human activities in the Arctic, and has heightened
interest in, and concerns about, the region’s future. The United States, by virtue of Alaska, is an Arctic
country and has substantial interests in the region. On January 12, 2009, the George W. Bush Administration
released a presidential directive, called National Security Presidential Directive 66/Homeland Security
Presidential Directive 25 (NSPD 66/HSPD 25), establishing a new U.S. policy for the Arctic region. Record
low extents of Arctic sea ice over the past decade have focused scientific and policy attention on links to
global climate change and projected ice-free seasons in the Arctic within decades. These changes have
potential consequences for weather in the United States, access to mineral and biological resources in the
Arctic, the economies and cultures of peoples in the region, and national security. The five Arctic coastal
states—the United States, Canada, Russia, Norway, and Denmark (of which Greenland is a territory)—are in
the process of preparing Arctic territorial claims for submission to the Commission on the Limits of the
Continental Shelf. The Russian claim to the enormous underwater Lomonosov Ridge, if accepted, would
reportedly grant Russia nearly onehalf of the Arctic area. There are also four other unresolved Arctic
territorial disputes. The diminishment of Arctic ice could lead in coming years to increased commercial
shipping on two trans-Arctic sea routes—the Northern Sea Route and the Northwest Passage. Current
international guidelines for ships operating in Arctic waters are being updated. Changes to the Arctic brought
about by warming temperatures will likely allow more exploration for oil, gas, and minerals. Warming that
causes permafrost to melt could pose challenges to onshore exploration activities. Increased oil and gas
exploration and tourism (cruise ships) in the Arctic increase the risk of pollution in the region. Cleaning up
oil spills in ice-covered waters will be more difficult than in other areas, primarily because effective
strategies have yet to be developed. Large commercial fisheries exist in the Arctic. The United States is
currently meeting with other countries regarding the management of Arctic fish stocks. Changes in the Arctic
could affect threatened and endangered species. Under the Endangered Species Act, the polar bear was listed
as threatened on May 15, 2008. Arctic climate change is also expected to affect the economies, health, and
cultures of Arctic indigenous peoples. Two of the Coast Guard’s three polar icebreakers—Polar Star and
Polar Sea—have exceeded their intended 30-year service lives, and Polar Sea is not operational. The
possibility of increased sea traffic through Arctic waters raises an issue concerning Arctic search and rescue
capabilities. On May 12, 2011, representatives from the member states of the Arctic Council signed an
agreement on cooperation on aeronautical and maritime search and rescue in the Arctic. The Arctic has
increasingly become a subject of discussion among political leaders of the nations in the region. Although
there is significant international cooperation on Arctic issues, the Arctic is also increasingly being viewed by
some observers as a potential emerging security issue. In varying degrees, the Arctic coastal states have
indicated a willingness to establish and maintain a military presence in the high north. U.S. military forces,
particularly the Navy and Coast Guard, have begun to pay more attention to the region.

 Download Changes in the Arctic ...pdf

 Read Online Changes in the Arctic ...pdf

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1499669399
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1499669399
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1499669399
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1499669399
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1499669399
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1499669399
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1499669399
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1499669399


Download and Read Free Online Changes in the Arctic Congressional Research Service

From reader reviews:

Helen McCormick:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book. Book has
a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Changes in the Arctic will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

James Rogers:

The e-book with title Changes in the Arctic includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Robert Garcia:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Changes in the Arctic book written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read
the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Changes in the Arctic as good book not merely by the cover
but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Gregory Eubanks:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Changes in the Arctic which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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