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Virtue has been rediscovered in the United States as a subject of public debate and of philosophical inquiry.
Politicians from both parties, leading intellectuals, and concerned citizens from diverse backgrounds are
addressing questions about the content of our character. William Bennett's moral guide for children, A Book
of Virtues, was a national bestseller. Yet many continue to associate virtue with a prudish, Victorian morality
or with crude attempts by government to legislate morals. Peter Berkowitz clarifies the fundamental issues,
arguing that a certain ambivalence toward virtue reflects the liberal spirit at its best. Drawing on recent
scholarship as well as classical political philosophy, he makes his case with penetrating analyses of four
central figures in the making of modern liberalism: Hobbes, Locke, Kant, and Mill.

These thinkers are usually understood to have neglected or disparaged virtue. Yet Berkowitz shows that they
all believed that government resting on the fundamental premise of liberalism--the natural freedom and
equality of all human beings--could not work unless citizens and officeholders possess particular qualities of
mind and character. These virtues, which include reflective judgment, sympathetic imagination, self-
restraint, the ability to cooperate, and toleration do not arise spontaneously but must be cultivated. Berkowitz
explores the various strategies the thinkers employ as they seek to give virtue its due while respecting
individual liberty. Liberals, he argues, must combine energy and forbearance, finding public and private
ways to support such nongovernmental institutions as the family and voluntary associations. For these
institutions, the liberal tradition powerfully suggests, play an indispensable role not only in forming the
virtues on which liberal democracy depends but in overcoming the vices that it tends to engender.

Clearly written and vigorously argued, this is a provocative work of political theory that speaks directly to
complex issues at the heart of contemporary philosophy and public discussion.

New Forum Books makes available to general readers outstanding, original, interdisciplinary scholarship
with a special focus on the juncture of culture, law, and politics. New Forum Books is guided by the
conviction that law and politics not only reflect culture, but help to shape it. Authors include leading political
scientists, sociologists, legal scholars, philosophers, theologians, historians, and economists writing for
nonspecialist readers and scholars across a range of fields. Looking at questions such as political equality,
the concept of rights, the problem of virtue in liberal politics, crime and punishment, population, poverty,
economic development, and the international legal and political order, New Forum Books seeks to explain--
not explain away--the difficult issues we face today.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Earl:

Virtue and the Making of Modern Liberalism can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Virtue and the
Making of Modern Liberalism although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Michael Mantz:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time
to be examine. Virtue and the Making of Modern Liberalism can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Allison Morales:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Virtue and the Making of Modern Liberalism can
make you truly feel more interested to read.

Mildred Timm:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Virtue and the Making of Modern Liberalism when you required it?
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