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Forty-five years ago, Mortimer Adler sat down at a manual typewriter with a list of authors and a pyramid of
books. Beginning with "Angel" and ending with "World," he set out to write 102 essays featuring the ideas
that have collectively defined Western thought for more than twenty-five hundred years. The essays,
originally published in the Syntopicon, were, and remain, the centerpiece of Encyclolpaedia Britannica's
Great Books of the Western World. These essays, never before available except as part of the Great Books,
are, according to Clifton Fadiman, Adler's finest work.

This comprehensive volume includes pieces on topics such as "War and Peace," "Love," "God," and "Truth"
that amply quote the historical sources of these ideas -- from the works of Homer to Freud, from Marcus
Aurelius to Virginia Woolf. These essays evoke the sense of a lively debate among the great writers and
thinkers of Western civilization. It is almost as if these authors were sitting around a large table face-to-face,
differing in their opinions and arguing about issues that are acutely relevant to the present day. Now
available in a handsome Scribner Classics edition, The Great Ideas also contains Adler's own essay
explaining why the twentieth century, though witness to dramatic discoveries and technological advances,
cannot understand these achievements without seeing them in the larger context of the past twenty-five
centuries.

Adler's purely descriptive synthesis presents the key points of view on almost three thousand questions
without endorsing or favoring any one of them. More than a thousand pages, containing more than half a
million words on more than two millennia of Western thought, The Great Ideas is an essential work that
draws the reader into our civilization's great conversation of great ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Ybarra:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Great Ideas: A Lexicon of Western Thought. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book The
Great Ideas: A Lexicon of Western Thought. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Derek McCaleb:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Great
Ideas: A Lexicon of Western Thought is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Andy Breaux:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this The Great Ideas: A Lexicon of Western Thought, you can tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Thomas Dacosta:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Great Ideas: A Lexicon of Western
Thought reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The Great Ideas: A Lexicon of Western Thought as
good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess
book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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