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In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, a new-found love of spontaneity transformed Christian worship
and revolutionized the Enlightenment's "culture of sensibility." Rituals of Spontaneity tells the story of how
and why spontaneity came to be so revered. Using archival material and works of Bunyan, Shaftesbury,
Goldsmith, Smart and Wordsworth, Branch shows that the rise of spontaneity was intimately connected to
the forces of commerce and science at the dawn of the Enlightenment. By focusing on the language in which
spontaneity was defended and on its psychological repercussions, Rituals of Spontaneity challenges previous
understanding of secularization and demonstrates the deep, often troubling connections between religion and
secularism in modernity.
Winner of the Book of the Year Award for the Conference on Christianity and Literature.
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From reader reviews:

James Kostka:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Rituals of Spontaneity: Sentiment and Secularism from Free
Prayer to Wordsworth. Try to face the book Rituals of Spontaneity: Sentiment and Secularism from Free
Prayer to Wordsworth as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Johanna Bassett:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Rituals of Spontaneity: Sentiment and
Secularism from Free Prayer to Wordsworth will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Stephanie Bush:

The e-book untitled Rituals of Spontaneity: Sentiment and Secularism from Free Prayer to Wordsworth is the
guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Rituals of Spontaneity:
Sentiment and Secularism from Free Prayer to Wordsworth from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Jennifer Klein:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Rituals of Spontaneity: Sentiment and Secularism from Free Prayer to
Wordsworth can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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